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all that which
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did not wish to matt mete M p h pitp for thdr Apmcuted and rnurded by German Fascism. B&ctivt
onian~thtPimoftfieirmi~thehoaestaaiDnsuggestcdin&d~lines
-- -Warning and &&mtbn are thc h&tr aims. Implicit in every fine t the
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~
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to d t it impamble. No one who has liwd 8nd wdrltcd ia

Tht &vt

authors

h tormented and

Germany can s u b d h to tHt idea that the nC;ermnn people" am bahrians by
or backward, any more than are h e "Am&
people!'
The tEstme of Brains Behind Barbtd Wire is neither fanot far 08. Trra
re5 ugitrrt.it COWyourself! Un& this motto the r e p & was prcpacd and
bad. T h e f w # s o f ~ i m a n d r c a a t o n a n d ~ v ~ w h i c h h v c d
their ultimate a d hd concmttadoa in the
att not c d d to Germany. Here in h r b , they arc at WOK& supported, aa they were in Getmany,
by powerfut and rudrlcss interem. Every week brinp fresh evidence of the adfnrsured activity in our midst of the known represe~~eativesand pmpgandh of &
particular brand of Fascim which put tbese bains behind barbed wire and &
ground. Tht native forces of reaceion are alI present, Mused, l d d , and
Pmwphws aa yet, but concentrating undtt the itgucnce of the same eonditiam of
chronic cEonormic breakdorm, prt ring ta cry&
into forma no less feeroeiws and

h r h o s c o r ~ m u n . ~ ~ . n d * f u d n ~
T b c folcg ate -ring
here, in Englad, in F
d the "great h a -

dcs of the worId."
Thwe writtrs-mcompromismg fighters with && peag and tala-have
Lamed the right: to t e U & wlleaps and readers in the rcst of the WOK& how
great- is the danger, and from which directim it cmea, and how it ia to be

combatted.
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#We
who did not permit onrsclves to h IuIled to deep by the
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objacts of d&,
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fat die. But now d e y arc not

They were
a d &ern

4

They were cslled t9tt.emists

Culture h w h h g to do with @tics. The intdtcctd wmke s h o d n d
mix kt @ikd = f f d r ~ . , against wrch faeih p~adtu&, argued a d worked the
h n workera who wmte this pamphlet, and m y - o f thOBt w k fa* arc de

#tibtd in it.

-

that "plib"bas
Now, for 9 oo sce with terrible &hmas, is
wtrpthing to do with culture, and the intcktual worker bas #erg tepsw to eon~etn
hima&

ia deadly and &-

with the drift of pdi&aI aEoirs.
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wouldbe&hdI"libetalsP
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d
,
not to tht Jm. Amcrng the twmty-odd ma which fdh, are mm wko
were by bkeh and -try
Rurtcstanh CattwIii Jerw; who were by coaviedoa b
thialrets, &, a g n h d c h , or what n a
t*mintothedelibera&~~bytkN~itdo#
no aonfinc ieat to Hitlcciee mismamea and m i o n of jtws. For d i d pmscutiw, though d y f e w and ddkatcly
ia onlg pan of a h g m
partofthc
of q m m h , tmor, and mihatiation u;bich is an
Nazi dktaaw$lip on M
f of the armamcat industty

M d
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~&~~
'The mart the former mam napport of the fasdg government d w i d m
away as a -It
of the eeIf-qmmrc of wcksocisl snd n a t i o d i c h n g o g p
of the Hiderite leaden, the more doea the f&
diatorsbip haw to d q m d
on polig ita murk, pdtcntiariea and conmuation camp and naked, brutal
violtaot w the last mrt. T b e fight between N a t i d k i d h and the
c h d has &tad
in numuoua victims among the m i a e and lower
clergy who today 6U the concentration camps The W'al d m of the
Storm T m p pnga is vented on theae clergpmen and p r i m just aa om

the Jewa and M b "

For tbem all, protat must be Mdt, ~ ~ ~ t f f u l , rcpcptd p w .
T o itxipire this v t , a
d c k r matetiof aid for the mhtdl now tomend
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M U I N S BE'HIND BARBED WIRE

A M 0 N GGeman Republic led to the

those who recognized most clearly that the road followed
by the
bitter end of Fascism, were many
German writers, These were persecuted by the venal reactionary majority
of their fellow writers, no less than by the state officials. They were
criticized with condescending patronage or arrogantly neglected by the
professional literary critics. They were slandered and threatened by the
Nazis as "traitors to Germanic Culture." Yet in the face of all this they
fwght their fight for freedom of mind and freedom for artistic work.
The stupid auto da fe, which was carried out May ~oth,1933, in all
the cities of Germany, this destruction of hundreds of books labeled "unGerman" by the Nazis, was the conclusion of a development for years pst
dearly visible to the eyes of. those who would see. Many, very many,
of the middle class authors whose works were burned had fought for
years against those who contended there was no choice but socialism or
decline into barbarity. And when, not only Communists, but dso ivory
towered estetes and moderate, middle of the road, democrats were banned
or consigned to the fire-this constituted a bitter justification for those
writers who had recognized the social function of all art and had decided
for themselves to carry out, regardless, the social tasks which the awakening working class demanded of art.
No fewer than 132 writers were removed from public libraries as
"un-German." Many of these authors emigrated to foreign countries, and
even today cannot understand what has happened to them. Others, however, carry on the fight for the workers, side by side with the workers.
Many are incarcerated in prisons and concentration camps.

CARL VON OSSIEIZKI

When complaints were made that the calibre of German political publicists was low as compared with the journalistic cuIture of other countries,
when their superficiality and prejudice was criticized--there was always
one name excepted from such r e p r o a c h e A r 1 von Ossietzky. In the
person of this man the last eminent publicist of German bourgeois culture
is exposed ta the cruelties of his jailors in the notorious Sonnenburg concentration camp.
In twenty years of political activity Carl von Ossietzki remained steadfastly true to himself. In the Welt am Mmtagi in the Berline~Valkss d t u ~ ~in
g ,the TagsblccL, and finally in t* W c ~ l t h s hCar1
~ , von Ossietski
was always the one who made the publiation worthy of king read, the
one whose uncompromising selection, whose discipline of language and
clean cut thought became example and standard. The politicaI jbumalism
of the German Republic is unthinkable without Carl von Ossietzki.
6
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It was he who devoted himself and his reputation to exposing the
fearful "Feme" murders carried on by the reactionaries in Germany. It
was he, first of all, who dared to trace out and tear the deviM.threads
of underground German military policy, He was the head of the iindependent jury of referees which investigated the events of May xst, 1psg.1
In the battle against the political partiality of German justice, hc fought
in the f~onfrank. T h e criminal, secret anments for the war which was
to be f o r d on the German people by their generals, had in him
adversary who did not fear to drag them inko the light and s d c to desrrby
them. On hardly any other German citizen was vented s w h a 0ood of
dander and abuse.
Courts of the Republic handed down sentences against him beaux be
called murder by its right name even when it was tolerated and approved
by m m h of the General St& of the Reiehswehr (German Army).
He wanted-d
this should be, must be, said in connection with
the German tragedy4 clean, just, pace-loving and socially constructive
middle class dm-,
These are demands which cannot be r e a l i d
on this earth, because one excludes the other.
H e was a man who raised his great voice to warn : "Republic, be
strong I", who summoned the republicans to be courageous in their own
house, a man who in the last analysis could not understand wby the
republicam couId not summon this courage. He did not understand it
because he saw events apart from the great, extraordinary, wmtial
struggle which was going on for rg years within the boundaries of Germany---the struggle of socialism with capitalism for power in Germany.
And so we se him for rg years fighting a lost cause against the right
(reaction) and against the "ultra-left" (ultra, according to his opinion)fighting for a social Republic which should advance peacefully toward
humanity and happiness for all. History itself has proved that this line
of advance is impossible-and Carl von Ossietzlri bimself has become
a victim of this proof.
At the end of 1931, Carl von Ossietzki was finally sentenced to a year
and a half imprisonment for betrayal of military secrets. In his magazine,
Die Welkbrrahne, an aviator wrote an article dealing with preparations for
war in tbe German aviation industry. In the face of threatened punishment, the writer fled out of Germany. Ossietzki stood trial. Months in
succession attempts were made to induce the responsible authorities to
grant amnesty to Ossietzki. AH the great organizations of writers addressed themselves to President van Hindenburg begging him at l a s t to
grant a pardon which would change the penitentiary sentence to an
honorable detention in a fortress. But Hindenburg who had just been
-ected
president with the help of the Social Democrats, didn9t even
'&r worthy of an answer these petitions signed by hundreds of thouwas not until the end of 193a that Ossietzki was reteased from the
rider of his sentence, on the h i s of a general amnesty. Only a few ,

i e h l * ~9loody May I d " '

hiow &on
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months later the Nazis arrested him again, and fairly outdid themsdvm'in
maliciws triumph because the ''traitor to his country", Cart von
was incamrated in the concentration camp of the piteutiary Sonneaburg. Courage, honor, uprightness, and whole-hearted participation ofmthe
ihdividual in rtsuggl~ualitieswhich the Nazis habitually* and woray,
praise as highest virtues of the b a n man--these count for ltss tSran
notbing in Germany today.
Foreign j o m d s t s who tried to speak: to Ossiehki, found in Sonnenburg o broken man who silently stood "in militsty posture" before their
g u e s t i ~ 1The
~ ~ reporeporters could only learn that in the concentration camp
Carl von Ossietzky had no time for mental work. Military drill and
rigorous gymnastic exercises under the command of the guards of his
prison, make up the existence of the Iast great republimn journalist of

em*
LUDWIG RENN

fn gag appeared in the feature page of the .famous FratcRfwtw
Z d u ~ r ga novel which excited extraordinary attention, and h f t e r
was translared into the Ianguages of all civilized nations. Wort was its
name. It is well known what power and what effect this bodr had in dl
countriw. So straightforward was the achi-t
of this author, d so
c l d y did bis work stand by itseff and speak for itself, that there was
Kttle question as ta what kind of a man a n i e d the name, Ludwig Retn
Finally it was dimvered that this assumed name hid a former Imperial
&m, ex-Captain Arnold Vieth von Golssenau, and that he, son of an
old
noble family, was a Communist! This ueated a stir amok
the reactionaries, for the manly attitude, the unsentimental and u n - d o dmdmtic heroism of this book was being contrasted with the n o d of
Remarque, "An &wid m the West- F r d ' ; and the Nazis in
valued the qualities of the Renn novel.
A 1% and &&cult way had Id Ludwig Renn-brn in h d e a ,
zeta Communism. In IgIr thc young o&er entered the War Academy, went to the front in rglq as head of a compny, bemme @mental
adjutant, battalion leader, and finally teacher of the Field Wa GUege

(Feldkriegsschule). He was a superb soldier, a madel. Disciplined as
leader, as confident of his nnnmdes and disciplined even down to the very
last of Ms gesttlres. After the war he was selected as leader by the
s f e t y Troops (Sichtrhdstwppe) of Dresden. In IW he quit this
mitiom
His' existence was restfess, tormmted, budend with impressions of
tfit war w b h he could not absorb and assimilate. Ludwig Renn studied
all btanclrPs of knowledge. He wandenid through Italy,
Turkey,
-d Egypt-an uprooted feudal aristocrat, a'soldier who could not find
himself in the complications and injusti- of the everyday world.
'

'1& for people with whom I had aims in common, and fouud
' '
to me w a s h r e d by ttie prejudice
,hi&
I h d fdt for hhliw. m d i t r I n a d y W nabing bat mnm p t for tbe cmahuhm of tht SOcid-Dun~~~tie
ludcn."
8
them nowhere. The only m y

Tbe events of July 15th~1927,the kemermdm +&on
of nmss b
d
m
i
in Austria, the burning of the Palace of J d e in ViearmRenn experienced at first hand-wrought the decision in him, H e
returned to Germany and -e
a Commmist.
The same puwtration, the same power of literary creation which
made his n o d "War" a world-wide success, are also ta be fouad in
Rmn's second work "P&-War" (Nuchkrkg) in which Renn pictures t
h
progress of his sargeant through the c o n h i m of the past+& time, to
s m h b m . T h i s "deserter", who had examined passionately the foundation of his social class and found it wanting and pronounced it ready for
destruction, was a thorn in the side of the ruling powers of Gemimp.
The fist opportudty was seized to take vengeance on him: h October,
x g p , Ladwig Renn was arrested in one of the lecture rooms of the
Berlin Marxist Workers Schwt, in the midst of a lecture he ms giving
on the history of military science. The outline for his lecture, a cool,
scienti6~summary which he carried in a w e t , was seized upon as an
excuse for a charge of high mason. For months Ludwig Renn was
imprisoned awaiting trial. After a few days of freedom, he d once
again arrested on tbc day after the burning of the Reichstag.

With a group of his new friends, the young Assmiation of ProletarianRevolutionary Writers of Germany ( B u d proletarisch~rmotutio~er
ScMft.rsUsr Dmtscirlds, which has prepared this study) Reran bkgan
to publish the magazine LirPkskutwe (Curve to the Left), which aimed to
call into life a revolutionary workers literature and to d i r ~ itt crhidy.
Not a sentimad "poor people" literature; not mere d problem literature which only describes existing conditi-but
a revolutionary fight
on ,the side of the Communist Party ; such was tfie aim and the cwteqt
of the literature of these young men who, for the most part, were themselves workers. Their literary aetivity had often begun with the wtiti*
of factory reports for the revoIutionary ppcss which had organized than
and spurred them on to further writing.
Among the promising beginning of this species of literature, one book
had justly d t e d particular in:the n o d "N.& K. Machine Works"
by Willi Bredel. Here, for he first time in the history of Getman literaWre, a factory was used not merely as a technical phenomena, nor, so to
s#,
as a bit of landscape scenery exploited and misrepresented-rather
the d d function of the factory was shown and, from a new paint of
. view, the role of the laborers at their daily work, in political fights, and in
d e t y as a whole.
The situation of the worker presented in this b o k w y be UustraW
most aptly by the fact that the worker-author, Wiili Bredel, w p t e .his
'
wet while in prison! On the basis of the grotesque, judicial 6 4 m nf
fliterary.hightreason", to which dozens of editors, j w d s t s , and eveea
poets were srifaoed, Willie Bredel was sentenced in 1ga7 to two
of debtion in a fortress. He had .begun to .-py
bimsdf with

i-
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literary work for the &st time m he was sentend to imprisonment

on account of his political activitg.

Tho* continually ttueatened by the anti-worker decisions of the
Garnan court md by the noiseless operation of police censorship, this
literature grew up and spread. It is undwstandabIe that in it a new and
hatder note is sounded; understandable, too, that these militant books lack
w e OF the q d i t i a which make the great work of bourgeois literature
scem so harmoniotls and iridescent.
The life of the proletarian revolutionary author, Willi Bredel, makes
clear the origin and atmosphere of such literature more thgn any long
academic study could do :Son of a sodalist cigar worker in Hamburg*he was thrust during the
war mto a munitions factory as apprentice at tbe lathes. G m up in the

I

tradition of the old Sdal-Democratic party, the young man soon took
part in political life. He worked on the docks, went to jail, worked again
in a machine shop, became worker-correspondentywrote articles, was sentenced, went to jail, w o r M again-in short he led the life of &ow hundreds of thousands of nameless fighters who all over the world risk freedom and life to work for the realization of socialism.
A short time after the burning of the Reichstag, Willie Bredel was
arrested and thrust into a concentration camp. No news of his fate has
reached the outside world.
FRANZ BRAUN
This is an entirely new type of writer: diametrically opposite to tbe
petty bourgeois picture. He has become hard and disciplined. Today in
a cellar he edits an ill@ newspaper-n
leave from deith. Tomorrow he
composes political couplets. The day after t o m m w he prints them or
pastes them on walls and in the midst of all this he sees the material
which will form the basis of a novel or a great piece of reporting* No
&trial
&st night resounds with ovations for this author. No prizes
are awarded to him. No big royalties are accumfated for the likes of
him. No newspapers blazon his name.
if at all, then in s d t type from
some official: government news sewice, a notice:July 14LFrana Braun, editor of the newsPuQw, Ps.oples G I C O T of
~ ~SSteftifi,
,
f o ~ n ddead b
his cell. :
And on the next day* some one else takes his place.
What does the world know of Franz Etaun ? Very little. He is one ofL
many who some h e day bob up wt of the obscurity of the working class
carrying under his arm a manuscript in fine clean bandwriting: a novel
which depicts the development of a young Catholic warker to freethhhr
md &a consaotls worker. The young Catholic w o r k - h t is Wf,
Fmu Bram ;it is his barn life which be describes. This novel appears on
tk.fature page of a freethinkers newspaper, and F m z Braun r d n s
h the grmp of revoIutionsry writers, orgwhes, writes short stories and
articky learn, and is active here and there; he lives in one of Berlin's
gttbrrrba; he
hungry; and when he m
t
s to attend a literary event,

..

r

..
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or to go to a meeting of fellow writers, he has to d fbr hours, k a u
he hasn't the money for a street car ride,
And on July 14th the official Nazi news -ices
sent out a notice :
.
F r u Braun,
~
Editm of the newspaper, People's
G w d i a n , of Stettin, f w d dead ilr his cell,
goes on. Another springs into the gap which Btaun
not write this simply because we assume it to be true.
s so. The illegal literature printed on hektographs or
e newspapers and pamphlets reproduced by means of
ws--all testify to this. The stream continues l
In our youth, Emil Zola's "J'ntcuse" was for all of us the very essence
of a writer's heroism. He accused the heads of society ; he exposed himI self to the danger of hing sent to jail for months, perhaps even £or

...

severe are the demands which life today makes on the
heroism of the anti-fascist writer ! If' he is c a p r e d at his work, no public
opinion can raise its voice, no retease pending trial, no long-win@
court pmedings, no sentence of a' dozen or so months of politid arrest.
Only a short report in the oWal Nazi news service:
Franz Brawn found dead in his ccll . .
In the world outside of Germany there is sometpng d e d pub!ic
opinion. If public opinion once supported Emif Zoh in his fight, with
what force should it today support these Franz Brauns, who in Germany
-dead men on leavefling their "J'acciud' in the very face of fasicsm.
KLAUS NEUKRANTZ
In fascist Germany the truth cannot be told. Coutd it ever be told
at any time in the last hutteen years ? Complacent coluts, the shamefully
biased verdicts of the Supreme C v r t in all matters affecting the p ~ s ,
the nimble hgered skill of the police dystem of prohibiting publication,
and the immediate exploitation of the radio system for the purpodie of
spreading desired news--all this, even during the fourteen years of the
German Republic, made the utterance of truth a precarious udertakhg
to be paid for with freedom or livefiiood.
And the "freedom of press" guamntd by the Weimar Constitution
tremendous holes. It was an optional, not mi obligato'y,

.

'

For example on the 1st of May, I-,
the fofIowiag a u r e d : Thu
Smkl hmoerat Zwrg-iehl, at h t time police president (commissioner
of police) of Berlin determined not to permit the traditional May Day
danonstration of Berlin workers. As just33cation of this measure he announced that a disturbam of p a e and order was to be feared frbm the
demonstration. (Since 1918 the May Day X)emonstrations had taken
place without any disturbance.) All to NO &ect were the solemn pledges
of the revolutionary representatives of the Berlin workers, who guaranteed
that no disturbances would take place. All without effect were the warnings of discerning people that the Berlin proI-t
would take this ban
as a completely unjustified piovbcratian. The police was ordered m d y
I*

.

for riot duty, inwrpetienced 19 year old potice reaaits were tjdtrtd
tu Berlin in great masses, Rifles and cartridges were given out, and by
means of full utilization of the official news apparatus, an atmosphere of
nervous tension and antagonistic pasdm was provoked.
The acts of a social democratic police president by the name of Zoergiebel cost the popdation of Berlin 33 dead, 88 severely wounded, and
several hundred dighty wouuded, For three days in succession the workers' districts in Wedding and Neukdln were like besieged cities. The
attempted demonstration on the 1st of May was crushed by abundant use
of firearms. In all districts, after the coming of darkness, the police shot
at every person who dared to show himself in the neighborhod. The
police report told of snipem on the roofs, of attach with firervms on
poIii o w - t
these reports did not explain the fact why, in spite of
these alleged Communist attacks not one single policeman sustained even
a thy scratch. Yet women and old people standing at the windows of
their homes in the fourth and fifth stories were killed by wellU-aimed shots.
The enormous embitterment brought into King an impartial court
before which by means of testimony of witnesses in public praeedhgs the
events of the 1st of May were probed.
The hdings were: the police had bz no c u e beem &tucked; a d the
of'icid rsaort that they fired in self-defense evvts oat unqd%ed lie.
A: few months later appeared a novel with the title "Barricades in
Berlin." The writer, a young journalist, Klaus Neukrantz by name, offered to prove tbat his documented presentation coincided in all pints
with the d i t y . It was not n-sary
to give proof of proof s h e even
without it everyone was convinced of the historical fidelity of Ndtantz'
novel.
The frightful charges of "Barricades in Berlin" have nevtr been refuted. T%e social conscience af Germany was choked by the web of lies
spun by the &d police news-dispensing machine. On the basis of some
emergency decree or o f k , the Police President of Berlin prohibited the
book. Hadreds of protest d n g s called together by workers and intellectuals in all cities of Germany could not alter this.
Long before Hitler's regime of violence it was dangerous or impossible
to tell the truth in Germany!
The writer, Klaus Naskrantz, is one of the hundred thousand prep
school students who, nearly twenty years ago, enthusiastically marcbed 08
to war. From the cradle, they had been brought up to see in "a hero's
death for the Fatherland" the highest honor and the greatest happiness
which could come to a man. For years he was in the trenches, did his
sew&, became officer, lay in the hospital with gas-rotten lungs. Like
hdwig Ram he could not find himself after the war had ended and the
Republic had kgun. Burst was the gaudy bubble of his nation&&
-thinking; there remained only chaos, stumblii, groping. Only after fnre
years did he find in the ideology of revolutionary Marxism, in the cornpaninnship of workers, the solid ground on which if was worth-while to
forward for a lifetime. For years on end he worked w newspaperr
which the workers themselves had established. As critic, a mprtm, as
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n o v d i he organized his fellow-writers; as chairman of the 5 n w e n t
r a d i ~writers and editors of the 'Workers' Broadcast" (Arb&w.serdw)
he stood in the front ranks of those who have fought for years agaiast
thc most madeto. means of stupefying the people. With sick lungs9which
reminded him daily tbat he was a lifelong cripple, which ever so often
f o r d him down on his sick bed, he nevertheless performed, regardleas
of consequences, the work o$ a wbole and healthy man.
k
g the first arrests after the burning of thk Reicbstag was that of
n u s Neukrantz. The man who had fought with great heart and pure
courage for the dwellers in most miserable districts of Berlin, m s punished
by the tyranny of the fascists far his battle against the tyranny under
the Republic.
Since the beghing of March, 1933, Klaus Neukrantz, with his gasrotted lungs, languishes in jail. His friends doubt whether he, who has
made his sacrifice of blood and health "on the altar 0s-the Fatherland,"
wiU survive jail and concentration camp.
There are rebels who reject the existing social mder by putting themon the
bum" in the lives of Maxim Gorki and Jack London resulted from this
kind of attitude. Vagabonding constitutes only an episode in the lives of
many. Gregm Gog, too, began as a tramp. But even after he had long
since given it up, he never lost his feeling for the life. One of the decisive turning points in his life was his trip to the Soviet Union. There
this rode anarchist experienced the ascent ofi world which is built up
rn the basis of scientific Marxism and the struggle of the entire working
dasa
His bve for tramps did not diminish. On the contrary, he bent his
energies to the task of organizing the homeless. H e founded the "Asswiation of Tramps' ( B u d der Vagdstnderp), held a great Congress of
Tramps in Suttgart, and despik the severest material sacrifices, published his paper, "The Tramp" ( D w Vagubuttd). Around this publication
gathered many people of litand artistic talent, whom Gog spurred
on and led to creative production. Two big exhibitions showed important
selves beyond it, by becoming outsiders. The early years of "going

resd&.
Today Gog is in the concendon camp at Neuberg. He is seriousIy
ilt. Last winter he could only get h u t with the aid of cmtches.
Weak, sick, and sensitive of spirit, will he come alive out of this a m p
rtl which he is subjected to a concentrated regime of heavy labor, miserable
f d , Llumiwm, and mistreablmt?
WCH MUEHSAM
In 19x9, as the Soviet government in Munich, -&maria, was drowned
in a sea of blood, among thousands of.others the anarchist writers, Gustav
Laundauer and Erich Muehsam were arrested. Landauer was literally
trampled to death by Reichswehr soldiers in the Stadelheim p r i m He
died with a curse against ''swinish militarism" on his lips. His fellow
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Erich Muehsam was put on trial and sentend to tea years
pdentiary. His speech before the c a r t , the audadty and sarmam with
which he flung his charges in the faces of the judges, was unforgettable
for everyone who experienced the trial. For six years Erich Muehsam
was i n m a t e d in the Bavarian penitentiary before the efforts of his
friends could win a release for him.
These years of imprisonment could not influence Muehsam's attitude.
This man, who wrote the workers' drama, "Judas", whose malicious
satirical poems hit and fiit destructively, whose song of the refomistic
" h p Cleaner'' (h*pm#utmr) hair become an inseprable prt of Ger-

maa politid literah-aok

up once again in his magazine, F a d , the
fight exactly at the point where imprisonment had interrupted him.
For years in all Berlin gatherings of cultural, humanitaxha, and leftist
political ox@aEioas, the characteristic head of the old anarchist was to
be seen. His dpnamic eloquence and his wild humor were proverbial in
Berlin.
This man was atrated on the night of the Reidstag fire. His captors
phcked out his beard, cut a swastilm in his hair; for weeks on end they
thrashed inhumanly this sick man, more than fifty years old, whose body .
was weakened by privation
In the face of all these atrocities, bought journalists had the face to
assert that Erich Muehsam was drinking coffee, smokmg cigars, and in the
best of Wth in prison. Friends who accidentatly saw him in his confinement, were horror-struck at the sight. In a few months Muehsam
had become almost completely deaf.
The justice of the Nazi Third Beich which has perpetrated the shameless farce of the Reitrial, had cooked up against Mudsam an
accusation which is obviously nonsensid-hy
want to hold him responsible for the execution of bourgeois hostages by the Red Army in
Munich in rgrp Long ago in his trial it was'pmved definitely that Muehsam had neither known anything of the original arrest of the hostages,
nor had he anything to do with their -tion.
He had been m e d
on April 13,xgzg,and not till four weeks later were the hostages executed,
As these fines are being written, we learn that, a short time stgo in
the Sonnenberg concentration canp, Erich Muehsam was commanded to
sing the Nazi "Horst Wessel Song". Though the sick old man had
a l W y undergone the most ternlle exprimes under the rubber truncheons of the Storm Troopers, he valiantly refused to obey the order. F i d y
exhausted by the hideous experiences of the day, he collapsed on his straw
But in the middle of the night he stood up and --Tk
Intentationdl He sang it tlirough three t-.
Then his tormentors took
him 0% to a mental sanitarium.
S.0.S.-Help, for Eri& Muehsarn !
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KURT HlllER
A century and more ago reformers and utopians attempted to use the
w q m o~
f "pure r a s m " to criticize the existing social order, and to
I4

of m a r 4 for the next days and pars.
The fronts are consequently clearly defmed. But between the armim
which oppose each other in a v e n t and b o d y M war, there are
individuals. They wish to criticize only from their own standpoint, and
they fight "on their own". Erich Mzlehsam is one of them. Another is

pac&tsl', a group of decisi*e opponenb of war, who wanted nothing
ta do with the anemic and deceptive League of Nations and Pan-Europnisn. He was one of the most noted contributors to the weekly
WeItbwthns (tdited by Carl von Ossietski).
During the last few years we find him in a feud with Marxist Socialism. He dispensed praise and b I a m w o i e Mame tban p r a i ~ gdaw
inshetion in the high, strained voice of a worried and idealistic individualist. He waa at a loss to know what stand t o take in the face of the
elections of September, 1930,and the acceI&on of the Nazi movement
wbicb tbose e l d o n s rev-.
He sought for the positive element in
Hitler's Natiwal ,cocidisrn+
found it in the anti-matialism, and
the anti-rationalism preached by the Nazis.
Be that as it may, there is no doubting the strong intellect and the
iddstie aims of this writer. Soon after Hitler was put in power; he
was arrested and brought to Spandau prison. After he was released he
found that his home had been wrecked, his library stolen, and dl his
manuscripts destroyed. H e was soon afterward arrested a second time
and is today in a concentration camp.
T o Mr. 8ta# Attorneys' Cowillor Dr. Mitt&&,
Berlin Police H e P d w W o n I. 2. 2 18.
With duma to tbe priEri& ]Paron
(at p
~ in the
t P r h n at
3)
FiIed by the daughwr of tbe prisoner, M h e h n .
firing today's visiting period I found my father Erich Baron in an altogether d y i n g mend w n d i t i o m m-nce
of bi b t i ~n n d y
nuww individuah mentally M wall WI physically, sim ly incapable of offeu~g
-fir,
1 I W ~ J rrqalt thst be
-d
fnnn
not beta dccned aa a
ment. Since, in this m,protective arrcst
mid meamre of p a d m m t , which it has &our to be in my father%
-1ting
in probably ax ion^ internal injury for his whole t'faimc, (and
since) with the prwrent ovuburddng of the 06cialq the monnced i n v d g a t h a haw not led to any h d rcslaIHhertfore I fi thc nrgnrt plea for
L i o n , or st l a temporary leave of h e n c e from hp-t,
for
my father in order that he may b b d f rtprtsent h3a inbefore the

%
@*

prom adoritits.

I

e

'g an bil datlgbk, p1w m p l f at the d k p d of tbe poliw an a

-

be imprieDncd in place of my f&tr uatil E
n w a b dared,
attempt to fla, or any kind of political activity oa
tbr pn of my f n k , m
i out of tbe qudon, and *a w o n t of my
etatSon alone would bp wmpIetcIy impmible. X a& once again most urgendy &at tbil appIiioa be grantcd.
(Signed)
MARIANNE W O N
. W r h - W h w , Apni 12, 1933.
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T h e Police Ptesidcnt, Bcrlin

(W of the Po&)
Berlin C. Alcxandustmtse, 3-6
Ta Mir Marianne Baron,
& r l h - h b w , Kavalicmr-

Section

I.

.

10.

PolIowiag your applhtioa of 12, 4, 1933 concerning your father, Erich
Baron, L haw mused the appropriate prison doctor to e d n e whether be is
able to bear imprimnment. R e a m for (hh) reIcase in consequence of any
nrwiyaevefoped inabiiity to h r imprimnmcnt do not e x i a Furthermore,
&c i n d p t i o m am continuing.
(s~gn4

DR. M r n t 8 A C H
State A t w m v Councillor

X. A

(Scsl of the PoIiot)
C 25, Mtxandwtrwe 3-6
T o Mnr, Jenny Baron
Berlin-hnbw, KaKavsIiers $tmw 1 0.
H o d , and dsar Madam:

Be&

- -

-

-

rn

In the enclosure, I mpcedully take the liberty of tranaferdng

to you,

with the ntpmsioo. of my penwnal qmptby, the papers left behind by p u r
'Sipd)

*

*

* . *

DR. MITTELBACH
State Attornep ConnciUor

4

German h n k and D i m u n t C o n ~ p n y(The "D. D. B d ' )

Telephone No. A1
P a d checking a m n n t : B e r h 1000
Wra Jenny Baron a d Mi M+e
Baroa

Cable Add-:

Deutjttra

El

Jaagtr 001g

Paris, France. 6 me B W w f f e ,
Referring to your advia of 27, S, 1953
In mmdng, p l e w refer to:
tegd Dcpar&nent W n .
&& w 8, June 2, 1933.
T o yoor m m m d d o n o f the 27th instant addressed to our deposit branch
(H.3 &rbPonkow, B r e i t m ' 8-9) we r m p d n l l y reply that, to cur
.pgcct, w e a r t a o t i a apadtionm mrry~uty~nrordertacxsnrees].mcraf
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500 & f o r d
of yon (total 1,000 mda),thcum@k cbuged
a g a h pop^ jpiat -m*
wried in our a b v e meutiolld h c h . At the md
of May of thu year, on the ha& of the Law for S i of Commttnist pr+
p t y of May 26, 1933, at tbe d a c e of the Saem State Police of Berlin,
h e fd amaunt of the money to your credit, was A c d .
Md m d y ,
(THE STAMP OF THE GERMAN BANK AND DISCOUNT CO.) '

This is an interchange of official documents in Hitler's Third Reicbthe tragic course of which finds its w e a n t condudon as, with ex@onr
of personal regret, the widow and orphan of a man driven to
death while in "protective arrest," are robbed of their last penny.
On the 26th of April, 1933,--the same day that the States Attorney
found no cause to release fmm prison a man suffering from critical iilnea
of mind-Erich Baron, the editor, with a last eEort of will ti$ a w
s
e
and hanged himself. He was fifty-one years old. He died with the plea
that his f d y and friends might forgive him, since he no longer felt
-able of q i n g on the fight for his life.
What was Erich Baron's crime in the eyes of the dictators of the
- Third Reich? For a generation he raised his voice in the socialist press
faa better human order--as editor of the SaeM-drmocntic "Bfandenburg Newspaper", as head of the Workers' and Sddiers' Gmd of the
city of Brandenbug in rgr 8, as feature writer of the Berlin newspaper
I Freikdt, central o g a n of the then Independent Socialist Party.
Smce 19,
Erich Baron was mneral secretary of the S d e t y of the
"Friends of the Soviet Union (F.S.U.) In the illustrated magazine, Ths
N m Rusk, which iie edited, he supplied inormuptible testhiany of the
sodalist upbuilding of Soviet Russia. He ms tirelessly active in £0and stmgthening cultural bonds between western Europe and the dist sixth of the world Daring the past nine years many hundreds of
people sat in his &ce: architects, whose untraditional attitude hampered
them from wing their great taltmts in Germany; engineera, &mists,
scientists, whose abilities were lying fallow, and who wished' to p
w
themselves at the service of Socialism. To a11 of them, Erih B a r n was
friend and advisor, He made known to the literary community of Berlin
many great writers of the new Russia, and was an upright interpbetween the new life in new Russia and the Western European spirit.
In the Third Riech tbere is r~oplace for such a person. Dr. Goebbela'
Ministry for Propaganda, with its white-guardist e K p e r t ~h a dram
nightmarish, lying pictures of the Soviet Union. In its money-colleding
&erne h o r n as "Brothers in Need", astensibly for the benefit of Germ-spaking settlers on the Volga, the Propaganda Ministry makeg use
of photographs taken during the Russian famine of xgzr : it does this
in order to l&p within bounds of law and order the real hunger in a
b g w socialist nation (National "Socialist" Germany), by means of
bogus stories of hunger in a d y socialist nation.
Erich Bars was imprisoned on the morning after the burning d the
Reichstag.
We shall Dever be able to learn what horror f i d y =used
f
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his duntary death. Was it bodily torture? Was it the mental torment
of hard mlitary conhememt, absolute qmatioa from the outside world
for an indeterminate period? The mouth which could tell us and accuse
the m e n t o r s , is silenced for ever. Erich Baron,*e
of the many done
to death behind the impnetrable prison walls of the Third Reich, Hitler's

.

SCIENTISTS
T h e fight into sterile metaphysics and mystical philosophy--the sole
-pe
which fascism leaves open to men of intellect-is the very opposite
of strict, disciplined scientific thought. The present &s
of the German
people-"the people of poets and philosophers"-recognized
from the
very beginning that that kid of thinking and unprejudiced scientific work,
shwk the very foundations crP their regime of compulsion and violence.
The campaign of destruction which is now being carried on in Getm y , expresses itself in various forms. Ranging all the way from the
expulsion of inconvenient professors in universities, to sheer murder, not
one single nuance of stupidity is left out of tbis scale of methods for
fighting science. Hundreds of scientists and scholars fell vktims to the
Nazi fight against " l i W thought"-among them such world-renowned
arthorities as Einstein and the great physicist, Frank.
From the standpoint of the Nazis, this destruction of scientific work
is oompletety justified. It is not a matter of unconsidered action, or ad o n a l excase. The type of the modern scientist and researcher is not
that of the comic-strip figure with which the Nazi theoreticians of brute
form seek to defame thinkers and researchers. The totality toward which
modern science tends, and the attainment of which is hindered by the
p-t
sacial order, is diametrically opposed to the sort of "totality"
pmched by fascism. Today a contradiction exists between the material
m l t s of the application of natural and social science on the one hand,
and the dominant idealistic philosophy on the other hand. Fascism tries
to "vanquish" this contradiction by its totalitarian principle of "Soul,
Feeling, and Race". To fascism, genuine scientitic investigation becomes
a form of activity hostile to the State.
Among those arrested +he morning after the Reichstag blaze, was the
man who, in the consdousness of broad layers of the German working
class, probably persodied most dearly the type of the man of learning,Dr. Hwmann Duncker. With his lean figure, his benevolent blue eyes,
and his mild face illuminated by spirit, he was externally the type a t the
old time Geman savant; but his intellectual work is of the Find which
followed &at fundamental prinup1e: "Theory will become rnatwial force
when it takes hold of the masses."
Mare than a generation ago H-n
Duncker stadied under the
monomist Buecher and the philosopher Wundt. Phitosophy, history, and
economics, the three pillars which support the thought-structures of
dialectic materialism, the materialistic interpretation of history, and so-
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School in Berlin, IEermann
of strict scientific thought
future. The transfarmation of theory into politid practice was no
' .problem for him-it
was the presupposition and the essential content of
'all his scientific work.
What H e m Duncker accomplished during more than a b d e as
editor, teacher, and travelling lecturer, will nwer be bst. He was editor
of the famous Marxist "Basic Books" (Eimeww Bwcher), which were
s p r d in huidreds of thousands of copies in all Germaa-speakibg regions.
There is hardly a city in Gwmany in wbich Hermann Duncker has not
h m e r e d with his tireless passion the basic theses of sdenac scrcialism
into young workers and studen-in
courses filled to overcrowding. The
ambitious aad impressive organization of the Mandst Workers' Schools,
attended by countlas German workers, and u n q u a W y recagnkd in
their imporbme to learning even by educators of contrary political views,
came into being largely as a result of H m a n n Duacker's initiative.
In fascist s t a b , fruitless speculation, metaphysid juggling with empty
concepts,.is the only f o m of human activity which mn be toIemted. The
perseci~tionof "Marxism"--or whatever it is that the Nazis M e v e this
"
name repseaenfist of dl against those very men whose thorough
knowledge of Marx's writings threatened to conflict with the vital interests
of the new rulers. One of these men was Hermann Duncker.
Eyewitnesses report a scene which ocrmrred in the Berlin Poke Headquarters on Ale~anderplatz,the morning after the Reichstag fire. Herr
von Lwetmw-formerly a Corvette-Captain (naval rank) in the Kaiser's
I m p i a l Navy, later made an Admiral under the Repubric, and now head
of the Berlin palice for tbe Nazis-looked over the arrested as they
stood lined up in long rows in the corridors of the police headquartem.
"Stand Straight!" he bellowed at Hermaan Duncker, sixty yean old,
d e r i n g from heart disease, and tormented by asthma. And s i n the
posture of the scientist stilI did not satisfy the driII-sergeant eye of the
police president, Hermann D+er
was thrust into mlitaq isdinemeat,
and kept there.
KARl AUGUST WITTK)EEL
There w a s a time, not so long ago, when a historical work from the
pen of Dr. Karl August Wittfogel was hailed as "monumental", as "masterly", as "f asdnating" by the entire press, regardless of politid directim.
Universitp professors who t h y have long since made their private peace
, , with the fascist regime, vied with each other in recognition of the scientific
achiewmmt of Wittfoge?. Today this man is incarcerated in a prison in
forces which have shaped world history in the
1s
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past, means at the same time recognizing and supporting the tendencia
which will form the future. But the sort of task now assigned to the
German histo-ely,
sublimation of Prussian militarism as the
meaning and substance of world'events, of the dizzying intoxication of the
national myth, of the childisb egwenfricity of the Nazis-all sip%&
complete destruction of sound methods of scientific thought.
Slowly,very slowly, outside of the state universities system, a historic
point of view began to win through in Germany, which took over the
latest results of the thought of all other branches of science, and tried to
bring the knowledge of the past into a meaningful refation with the vital
forces of the present. To the historical works of this time belong the
writings of young Wittfogel-"Primal Gmmunism and Feuddim" (UrL
rcd Feuddimus) ; "History of Bourgeois Society'' (Ge
schkhtg dw h g e r t i c h e n Ges~lIschuft),and ''Science of Bourgeois Society" (Dig Wissmhaft d~ buwgeiilichm GweUschaft).
This man, descendant of an old family of teachers and p h ,
seemed called to personify a dying epoch's ideal of the studeat. H i s
road through dwbts, recognitions, +and scientific achievements, into the
concentration m p , is symptomatic of the development followed by the
beat @on
of the bourgeois youth of G e m y in tbe last two decades.
An awakening and despairing generation, filled with a romantic and
rather musty youthful instinct for revolt, made for i d f an outlet in
the Youth Movement. The name of Karl August Witthgel bas a good
ring in the history of the German Youth Movement. It was he who
brought to a d m the most important epoch of this Movement. His
e n g speech on the "Hohen Meissner" introduced the decay of the
old forms and the activbhg and politicalizhg of the inteflectd youth;
in point of fact it represented the end of the bwrgeois Youth Mwement.
nWittfogel'sstudies in G e d c s and history, to which were added
early the study of Sinology (China), did not lead him into the dtrodden burgeois careerism. Already in 1920 he had overcame in himself
the last remainder of such personal ambitions. From this time hrth he
stood in the workers' movement. During only one stage rrf his lift did
he receive a regular, assured salary: He taught in a public high s c h d
(YolkshockscMs). His entry into the German Communist Party brought
this to a speedy end. The combination of theory and practice, d
y
the &r-distant aim of a life devoted to science, was his from the very
kghing. In innumerabIe, brilliant a d learned reports, given all over
Germany, Wittfogel always and again d e d on the intellectual workers
to unite their fight for cultural progress with the political struggle of the
advancing working class. In addition to infinite burdening with such
tasks, in addition to speeches in mass meetings, travels, and educationaI
cowsis, Wittfogd managed to find enough time for his own sdentik

b his $pedal field, the history of Eastern Asia, the young historian
who is today only thirtyyears old, early reached a summit. Editing
of the w r i b g s of Sun Yat Sen was followed by the mrlE wbieh made
Wrttfogd'r name and achievement known and acknowledged far byond

m

ism is being defamed or sneered at as rriadness, it i doubly significant
that the Marxist method of thought which is the foundation and pres u p i t i o n of Wittfoget'a work, had to be recognkd only a few months
ago wen by non-Marxist and anti-Marxist spedalists, as convincing, incontestable, and productive of new, b i c historical knowledge.
The political -her
(GeopLitician), Professor Haushofer, whme
'Worfd-pafitid Survey" is now broadcast every month by all radio
stations of f&
Germany, wrote without mematiotls of the "brillit,
bssic knowledge" and of the "wncompromising, captivating presentation,

few weeb after the Reidtag fue he was
ation a m p in Heuberg. The n e w s p a p
ofnmunist agitator by the name of Wittfogel

THWDORE lESSING

MA &lax,

in

~crg

known in HPwver, rad who f mu& talked abaut

I f i n o w , will 6 death

during thir year."

Nazi inbigue, Imew, and could tell, without king a clairvoyant, just
which "big buildings" were scheduled to be burned, and which "wd!
known scholars" were going to be targets for Nazi bullets.
The revolver which fired the bullet into the body of Professor M o r e
hssing, was loaded in the Nazi headquarters.
What drew down on this' scholar from Hamover the hate of the
rulers of the Third Reich? '%e
is there, nothing but love and sympathy
for all creatures
one can't help being reminded of St. Francis of
Assisi. Are wc to believe that such a tnan is a 'disintegrator', a c m p t e r
of the peopIe and of youth?' These words were written in 1926 in an
essay on Theodore Lessing by the philosopher Hans Driesch.
But the Technical University in Hannover, like other universities of
the Weirnar Republic, would not tolerate in its faculty any instructor who
ventwed to make a criticism of General Field M a w von Hindenburg.

.. .

t U n f ~ ~ n I S t dhistory
y
Wne #n aay: (RBther a zero than a Nerol' h
Aowr that W d the am, a future Ncm slways ~tandshiddea"

These words were written by h s i n g in 1925 concerning Hindenbarg's
candidacy for President of the German Republic. Hindenburg was the
zero. And the history of the last year and n half has shown that so
many years ago Lessing was right. The zero which was and is Hindenburg,.hid the Nero wbich is Hitter and the Nazi regime.
In 1872 Theodore LRssing was born, the son of a doctor. His youth
was embittered and tormented. Though a d e a l 'in his w I y
days at school M e s c e n d a n t of Jews and would-be assimilationistwas repelled by the brutal &setnitism of his fellow-students in the miversity. H e renounced Protestantism and became a Jew. He wrote many
poems, short stories, criticisms. U n c e d I y he groped about in the
world, lived as travelling teacher, lecturer, elocutionist, rmitor, publicist.
In ~goq"I sought and found a position as teacher in Dresden", he
writes in his Autobiography. "At once X fhrew myself into social work,
founded the first study cpurses for worken, joined with the S d - D m @
uats, worked with the trade unions, fought far women's rights, for
elimination of ofidally-systematized prostitution, for abstinence from
aloohoI, for peaceful understanding between nations, for dress reformnever in 'later life did I take part in so many 'Congresses', 'sessions',
'mandates', 'resolutions' as during thw, my most miserable years." But
for all these congresses, sessions, mandates and resolutions, hssing-remained an outsider. He did not become a Marxist, His years of teaching
and learning leEt no real trace in his philosophid works,
"#Mysecret aim, however, was to get a place on the f d t y of a German
university:' And in rgo8 he finally attained this aim. He became an unpaid instructor a at the University of Hannm--and rknained one for
f d y eighteen years: eternally instructor, eternally without a cent of
drp*

His most importank phiiosophicll works were: " D M UWergang der

The bullet fired into him by the Nazi gunman was not aimed at Prof.
L e i the idealistic thinker. It was aimed at Theodore hssing, the
Jew who dared call a zero Nero, though that zero was a "General FieId
Marshal von Hindenburg'-a zero ' M i n d whom a future Nero always
stands hidden".

DOCTORS
The puerile dogma of the superior value of the "Germanic" race has
resulted in the inhuman principle that physical and mental w h e s s e s
cannot be jusaed. For years past, among reactionary d&tors, arose
voices demanding a radicaI cancellation of all social insurance legislation
so that the state might no longer step in to regulate when the weak were
in danger of being f o r d under in the stmggIe for life.
Medid "racial biologists" called the army of millions of jobless "inferior'' and explained that it would be in the interests of society if they
were to die out.
And in thc same way, the basis was laid for the Nazi doctrine that
the Marxists-Sdsts and Comunis+wete
"sub-men", while tbe
Aryan "supermen" were AdoIf Hitkr, the Nazi leaders, the leading
aptains of'industry, and in fact all those who had got somewhere in this
socie-cePt;ng
only the Jews. University professors of s d a l hygiene
delivering solemn lectures on the d o n of taking up their work: dared.
assert that the task of their science was to determine how the government could cut down still further its social budget, without greatly injuring
the condition of the people as a whole.
Many thousands of German doctbrs who dared, despite the petrified
animosity of official medical teaching, to attack the slavery of medical
science to pharmaceutical Big Business? were fiercely pwsacuted. In all of
the "Chambers of Doctors" there were strong groups who openly proclaimed themseIves as s o d h t s . Since the state public health care failed
to provide h r certain very vibI needs, private organizations of doctors
were formed to fight against tuberculosis, to bring about sexual reforms,
to care for cripples, and for other medicinal and humane M o n s .
After the Reichstag fire, hunof &tors were arrested. The mere
fact that a doctor in his professional capacity had worked to secure the
physical welfare of the destitute, or that be had fought against the barbark
Paragraph 218 of the German statutes? was sufficient =use fur the Nazis
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to have him &zed without giving w s e , and to drag him QEto a p h
or a c~lcmtrationcamp for an indeterminate time. Univekty profmrs

of medicine

were deprived of tbeir chairs as *hers
and their research
laboratories. T h e results of their & o h were no longer d t e a t
with the sDcial policy of the new rulers who held that the life of the
individual was of no account The o&es of the State Sickness Inswnce,
under Nazi Muen=, refused to pay Jewish doctors for profwinal
d c e s they had rendered to the members of the Sickness Insurance.
Marrp thousands of existences were ruined, Suicides on the part of
German doctors were frightfully numerous. And the number continues
to grow. In other cases inconvenient doctors were simply murdered.
And at th# same time in the hospitals of Berlin secrei wards were organized under the leadership of Nazi doctors, and there the victims of
the medieval t o m e and terror methods of the Nazis were treated by
''po?i t i d y dependable" doctors.
R d y , doeens of cases, substantiated by documentary evidence,
in which compliant Nazi doctors filled in the death' certifimte with soqe
harmless sounding ailment as cause of death, when a worker, an intelleetual, a Jew had been murdered by Nazis. Medical & a c e has been
dqpded to a will-less tool of an inhuman state system. For the tinie
being, a Nazi aim has been attained.
Among those dMors who were arrested in 3erlin immediately after
the R4chstag fire. were : Dr.Schminke: Municipal M o r of N a b
a section of Berlin ; Dr. Klauber; head of the specialist dactors' group ;
Dr. Felix M u m , ' pacifist, and eminent hospital physician; and Dr.
Max Hodam: expert in social hygiene. The crimes for wfiich they were
to atwe consisted in having given more than mere fip setvice to the
aims of their profession, and in having atkmpted to track down and
combat sickness to its very ultimate, d a f causes.
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DR. RICHARD SCHMINKE

Dr. Richard Scbminke, for instance.., Re came from a peasant background. He began his medical work as a lodger in a tiny furnished room
in Wedding, a working-class seetion of Berlin. The problems of this
dass-consciom district of Berlin k a m e his problems, his program. He
investigated the misery of the workers' tenernem, concerned himself
greatly with questions of housing and children's hygiene. He associated
himself with the Communist movement. In IPS,,on the basis of his
accomplishments in social hygiene, he was de.cted municipQl doctor for
public health in Berlin-Neukolln (another famed working&
district).
His first act was to introduce the eight-hour day far the entire hospital
fmm mmtmtion Jnoc them
2, Dr. Richard sehminke hm bno rewere 6rst written in Germm.
3. Dr. Felix Bombeim b now out of Gennanyg according to late rep*
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Dr.'Max Fidann wm r e h d at rbe m e time ru Dr. 8Ehminke. Dr. H b ' m
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sta& The first Bumu for Marital Counsel in Be
In the great W t t e trial in Luebeck, against the

DR. AWRB KANTOROWlg

We know, though, how Dr. Alfred Kantorowicz, the 54-year old professor of the medical faculty of Bonn University, is forced to spend his
time,-he digs peat in a concentration mmp in Mecklenburg. Professor
Kantorowiu is known all over the medical world as the founder of the
"Bonn System" of dental care in schools. First in his field, he recognized
the necessity of systematically =ring for the teeth of chiires of school
age. He wrote the most widely recognized text book of dental science
He made his clinic fhr dental clinic of Getmany.
But Professor Hantorowicz was a Jew,and a Sochbt. Morewer, he
showed a keen interest in and understanding for the dhygienic & k t a
of the Soviet Union.
Today &the aging xientist--cuts peat. Aid when he isn't cutting
peat, he is forced to stand st attention or go thr&
military drills.

ATTORNEYS
DR. ERNST ECKSTECN
Tfirough fearful torturcs Dr. Ernst &Itstein, lawyer and one of dse
founders of the Sadist Workers Party,' m s driven to commit suicide
in the concentration mmp in B d a u . Edmund Heha, Etler's Poke
President of Breshu, himself convicted of political mudms, gave out
the laconic notice : Dr. Eckstein had died of "incipient insanitp".
PR JOACHM
Because he
the crime of defending Social Demouatic work-

.

~~

era in the courts of the Germaa Republic, the young Berlin attorney, Dr.
Joachim, was E W l y b t e n to death over a period of several days in
the Storm Trooper Barracks kn~wnas "Uhp". A dying man whose
face had k e n mutilated beyond retogaition by blows, cuts, and kicb,
was delivered to the police hospital, and shortly afterwards died, in
horrible pain.
8

OTHERS
Among the forty-tbree who have a l d y been "shot while trying
to e s c ~ p e 'in
~ the Dachau mmttation camp near Munich* are four
lawyers from Munich and Numberg. From Essen, Dortmund, Duesddorf, S t u w I Chemnitz, and Koenigsberg are reported murders of
lawyers, to whom the profession and name of attorney-at-law meant more
than an empty decoration,.

OR HANS LftTEN
Why many men in Germany gladly and as a matter of course relinquished every chance of a career which would bring them wealth, andin the eyes of the htlrgmis world-honor, may be exemplified by the
Iife Story of an attorney who is now held captive in a concentration camp,
an i b , broken man. He is Hans Litten. In a trial against a young
Berlin worker who had slapped the face of Herr Zoergiebd, the SocialDemocratic Police President of BerIia, Litten, the youthful defender of
the prisoner, stood up and accused the high official of having instigated
murder in thirty-three cases by his decree ordering the Berlin pollcc to
shoot on May rst, r g q .
U n f o q e t h b l d e exdement in the Felseneck ease w h i filled the
columns of the newspapers for weeks, The mart made every attempt
to exclude from the trial this mbarras,siGWorney who bad exposed the
brazen, d i c i w s bias of an arnbiaious Stat& Attorney, Litten's objections
and motions were rejected in court, he was insulted, police spies were
sent into his o m Storm Troopers lay in wait for him and tried to put
him out of the WB*~
in the end the accused workers hati to be acquitted on the charge of having killed a National Socialist.
Unforgettable-when the attorney Hans Litten collapsed weeping in
the midst of his congratulating friends, when the word m e that he
had won out and saved from the death sentence the nine young workers
from CharIottenburg.
A few we& ago a brief item appeaxed in the fascist press of GermanyI
that the former attorney Hans Litten had beer! removed from the police
hospital to appear as witness in a td,
but had &fused to testify on the
ground that he was suffering from de6ciencies of memory as a &t
of
severe injuries to his head. An ailing, broken -t
yet 30 yews okff
Haas Litten is one of those who s w n saw the n d t p for going
together with the workers. As son of a Nationalist universi~professor
of law, he learned to Iook behind the facade of legal structure. The
revelation of the hollowne~~
and class s u b d e n c e of handed-dm le@
Bi

concepts became crushingly apparent to him, engendered a wild opaasition, and b e the scion of a bourgeois family to a n a r & h .
This man bwme dangerous: his immme legal hmledge enabled him to Iay bEtre what had been going on under the cover of
shadow, to dismember stubborn witnesses in court, whether they were
.ministers, higb omals, or wen Chancellors, and to farce the6 & meal
the tntth in spite of t h & v d
this made him suspect to the rulers
of Germany. His moral seriousness and the flowing irony, his philosophi d superiority and the political aggressivenss of his speeches foe m his enemies to recognize his
The personal intekitp of this
ascetic, whose round, pale face radiatd so much gullible childistmes and
fanatica1 devotion, could not be doubted; in order to defame him personally, his e n d - had to resort to tbe hypothesis that he was a madman.
The day after the Reichstag was burned he was arrested together with
bis legal assdate, Dr. Barbad. During those days S t o m Troopers
b ~ r eplaards through the streets of Berlin with the inscription: "Down

with Litten!" He was dragged off to Spandau and from there to the Sonnenburg penitentiary which seemed to the fascist masters very well suited
for a cuncentption camp.
Criminals had at their mercy the incorruptible lawyer w h had fallen
into their m u ~ o u hands.
s
Days and weeks of despicable tortum passed
&re Litten's friends outside could even Iearn where he was being kept.
After a desperate attempt at suicide, Litten's case was taken up by
4oreiga journalists, and a Mazi State's Attorney in whom some feeIing
fur human dignity and humanity still survived, had the broken man
brought to the Mice hospital where Hans Litten now waits for the hour
af his l i b w a t h
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SOLDIERS OF

'I[rWE FUTURE
RICHARD SCHERINGER
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This young lieutenant in the Reichswehr, &hard Scheringw, is
no writer. He is the son of an o0icer who fell in the World War; he
grew up in the old P r u d militarist tradition, and was sucked into the
nrhirfpl OF national -st
activity at the h e of the occupation of
the Rubr by the French in 1923. He beeame an o&r like his ancestors.
Nothing predestined him to deviste ftom the narrpw, Wen-worn groove
of his class-but his militant desire for truthfufnegs, a deep detestation
,of the falsity of the Mazi pbrases.
He .is no writer-tbis young soldier, But he became suspect and
daugemu to the d i n g powers of Germany because of the written word,
k a u s e he uttered a dangernus truth, which reacted M
y and afavorably on the delicately adjusted mechanism of the w
n military
machine.
The name Richard Schahger was hard for the first time in a senwtioual trial for high treason. Together with two other o0icers of hi
garrison in Ulm, Schdnger was accused of having formed Nazi groups
~ t l h h ~ ~ u m ~ . * ~ ~ d ~ m @ ~ ~ h e ~ ~

the Nais, and to rnake it an instrument of the Nazi policy. He and his
comrades were condemomi in 1930to m e and a half years of detention
in a military fortress. After a few weeks the story appeared in the German press that Rkbard Scheringw, in his detention, bad gone over to
COrnm&I

In cuntinual discussion with imprisoned Communists the young Nazi
had become aware of the entire hollowness and deceit of Hider's propp d a Scheringer secured a leave of absence from his detention, travelled
to Berlin, and asked Dr. Joseph Goebbels for information and directions
how he should seek to counteract the understanding of scientific, Marxian
SociaIim, which was rushing in upon him. The gigantic structure of ideas
formulated by Marx and Lenin amazed and dismayed him.
But National Soeialisrn had less than nothing to give him. GOebMs
took him along to Munich to visit Hitler. In naive pride of possession,
Hitler had led Scheringer around the Brown House in Munich, pointed
out to fiim this and that trivial detail of the architecture, promised him
a good position in the Storm Troops after his release from detemtioand had no answer to make to many of the questions Scheringer asked
him. Confused, despairing, the young officer had run aboyt in Munich
from one Nazi o&ial to another-nd
everywhere heard resounding,
holluw phrases, everywhere saw the same' panic-stricken fear of clear
logic, mqwhere mystifimtion, fog, deceit.
So Richard !kheringer had returned to his confinement in the military
prison-and announced his a l l e g h c e to Gommdsm.
This announcement unlmsed a flood of newspaper artides, letters, teltgrams... None of his old Nazi comrades were willing to believe that
the news was true. And those who were willing to accept the possibility
of this change of mind, yet wanted to. see in them nothing more than
a consequence af mental strain induced by imprisonment, the expression
of a temporary depression, of youthful thoughtlessness, But they soon
were forced to realize that Richard Meringer's conversion to Communism was the mature fruit of stringent, merciless and uncompromising
March for truth.
In the Imdiness of bi! detention, Richard Scheringer wrote letters,
hundreds of letters, in which he answered his former co-bdicoers in HitIer Fascism-swered
their doubts, reproaches and questions, and showed
them clarly, honestly, and in a wellsonsidered way, the reasons which
had m e d him to take this step. And because of these letters, which
mntained his profession of faith in Communism, Richard Scheringer was
put on trial again.
The two former officers who had been sentenced together with Schwinger had long since been relased and now, within the Nazi party, ascend
ever higher from rank to rank in the Nazi hierarchy,
But Richard Scheringer was no sooner released from serving his h
t
-ten=,
than he was thrust into jail again, punished with solitary dark
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confinemeat, with prohibition of all visits. A shameless He was ffabrimkd
against him. H e was accused of having attempted to m
p
e with the
aid of* hgernail scissors. Finally after a new tristl he was framed
for two and a half years of detention in a military fortress.
'
Since then stillness has swallowed up Richard Stheringer. Only once
again ms he heard of-# the end of 1932 it became known tbat in
protest against the provomtion and persecution to which he was sub
jetted, he had commenced a hunger strike. German workers in protest
demonshations and resolutions proelaimed their sympathy and solidarity
with the young e x d i e r . The rest of the G e m public remained d m t .
For wen before Hitlitler was called to power, the public d e n w of
Germany had blunted and atrophied to an astonishing extent. Courage
and faithfulness to convictions no longer counted for anything. And the
big newspapers of the Social-Democrats and the w t a did not feel
any occasion to raise their voices for Richard % h e r i n g e r a s conversion
to Cwnmunism had placed him, for them, outside the ranks of those men
who might still lay cIaii to justice in the German Republic.
Since the triumph of German fascism, nothing further has been heard
of Richard Scheriqw. But convenient as may be this deadly silence in
tbe
of tbe great apostate of National Socialism, it cannot prevent
Richard Schermger from remaining for millions a symbol and probotype:
o Soklisr of the Futrrze!

EDUCATORS
The Nazis never fail to take advantage of every oppartunity to proclaim pridefully that the "Revo~ution"which they have staged, will determine the German spirit "for centuries to come". Hence it is superfiuous to emphaize that education is an essential point of vantage for their
epidemics of alteration.
NAZI DR. RUST
The first oacial act of the Pmssian Minister of Culture, Dr. Rust:
m a to double the reading and lending fees of the great Pnrssian State
Liirary in Berlin.'
Shortly thereafter followed the repeal of all those rules through which
the republia school authorities had limited--4hough by no means
climhated-eorporal punishment in the German schools. Those artides
of the German ~ t i t u t i o uwhich directed that youth should be brought
up in the spirit of international friendship and of p a x e between peoples,
have now become mere platonic demands. In sbarp contrast to the binding
form in which these. articles are framed, obsenring them has brought with
it troubles of various sorts for pacifist pedagq~es.
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THE RQD AND THE CHILD
An &cia1 article of the Nazi party pointed out that in the present
situation, not the m g u e of wide learning, but the "drill sergeant''
was needed in the schooltooms of Germany. From then on the last
remnants of a progressive pedagogy were stamped out in Germany
officially as we11 as actually. The results of research in child psychology
were termed unmanly and sickly drivelling about humanity. The appIicatiw and observation of the facts of psychoanalysis were termed crimes
against the soul of the cliild. And the observanw of the binding provisions
of the Constitution affecting education, has become national treason pure
and simple. German schools have become military barracks iri which youth
is to be educated in the spirit of the Nazi chauvinism, to be made ready
for the next World Wax.
The bailiffs of the Third Reich by no means omitted the modem
W
e
s from their proscription lists the night after the Reichstag fire.
All teachers who at any time drew down on themselves suspicion of
Marxist, pacifist, or wen liberal attitudes were ousted from their posts
under humiliating cimstances.
Thus,among others in the jails of the Third Reich were inaxerated
two practical scbool reformers who, in their lives and professions, had
been t r a d i n g very different ways.: the Berlin Superior Director of
Education (0b w f w d h d i r e k t o r ) and Social-Democrat, Siegfried Kawerau ; and the Communist delegate to the Pmssian Diet, Superior Councillor of Education ( 0berstwdiewat), Dr. Fritz Aushender.
DR. SIEGFRIED KAWERAU
Kawerau was the son of a family composed of pastors and scholars
for centuries hack. He belonged to the prophets of the unified school
(Einhdschde) in Germany. He became head of one of the biggest and
most modern progressive preparatory schools ( A u f k u G p & )
in
Germany. To a certain extent he realized the idea of independent cooperative work by the students, and the non-authoritative comradeship
in the relationship between teacher and student. He did not see the rdization of the right of the worker's child to advanced edumtim corresponding to ability, though in his opinion this desiratum could be attained
within the Weimar Republic. Higher education remained--in the Republic as in the Empire under the Hobenzolle-rad
for the children of the upper classes of society. This was nd altered by the existence
of the little islands of modern progressive schmIs like the one conducted
by Dr. Kawerau.
DR RIlZ AUSIAENDER
s
The path followed by Dr. Fritz AusIaender was, as we have said,
another. H ~ fight
I
on behalf of the proletarian child he had to ahhe for
with the loss of his position in the d o c l l system of the German Republic.
Th-fter
Audaeoder hfitlmced schooI policy from the pfatfom and
in fhe cornmissions of the Legislature of the Prtrssian State. Under the
so
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Gommment of the ~
1 Chndlm,
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be c m d d a fight for 'Tdfor Qddren h k a d of Battle CmWs
.
for tbe Navy", which agitated wide circles bf the Gwpaaa people.
lMut has happened to the two of them-XCawerau and Ausladmin the darkness of their prison cells, can oniy be samrised. Frieda wbo
badano~~toseeKa~ureportthatitw~~to
with him: he remains dent even to urgent questions, and insttad of
answering chews at his underwear...
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BAUNCE SHEET OF HITLER FASCISM
Such are the fates or ar in~ellectmlworkd. This c O d m e s
of misery being d e t e d by thausands of 0 t h ~
hWectnd workers and a hundred thousand workers "of the $st'*, in
kb cmamtration camps of Hitler Germany.
roo,ooo victims in the c o n c e n ~ o nwnps.
a tiny drop in the ocean

murdered v i b .
by dempitation.
De~~pitatim-their heads chopped off -ding
to .* w German
manner p r e f e d by the Nazis: the axe does not strike the back of the
but faUS jn frpWt, cleaves from the throat back. Four deeapitakd
one morning in Hgmburg. Six d-pikkd aa one m&ng in Gg-.
youagest of them was sr, md the Moldat'-&.
S i additional sentences of death have been handed d m .
German workas await the hour when Hitter's executioner's >axe
&l3ashpast~eyesintotheittb~
Fw me Nazi slain in self-defense the Nazb exact not one, not m,
4h e 4 u t ten death sentences in revenge,
' N b end to the menhation e.
No end to the torments. No etad
& "&whife trying to escape". No end fa the- 1
murders.
021 the c o m r y , the more desperate the situation
for t
b
regimeLthe more bestially does it command that h d s &all rsft
ih the sand.
I@
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WHAT SHALL WE PO?
Npw that your attention ha been drawn to the situation in Gemmy,
you, the reader, may turn to us with tb'e questioa : W W s W uw &F
I s d that which has been going onin Germany formwethmaycar
a purely Gwmaa affair which hsrs n o w to do with the soEia
bJ other m t r i e g , which is essmtidy alien and iaqwdbk for
Qrnrntries?

T h a$ei;il statesmen, the poW&m, and legidatm~0 f . p d~ e s
t & e i h e s a m e a t t i t u d e o n t h e q u ~ ~ 1 off& ~ f @ t @ e o n & c
qmsh of m r ; they eztert ~
~ t
o prove
e duk neither
8
war nor
~ a r e p & a n d p a r c e I ~ f a ~
w ~ ~ n o t o n l y i n ~ p , ~ i n ~ t
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sre too obviody- r m & w of barbarism, for IU1y
&ian tu dam not rn d i i a t e himself from them at the mommk
the first pge of our tittle book we touched the q d m of
,
in &many might mt tomwrow or day dter
- --tmm

.-: '

rn &w-your

own m e is concerned when you work in bchilf
intellectual workers who have been persecuted, tormented,
&ken M d u d e , by fascism; and when yau work for all those who, '
sp% o$ W bpatat teror, fight on against that fascism.
. How should you fight against fascism in your own country? That
-'
which cannot be answered here, since it g.oes beyand the bounof the d&nite aims we have set for ourselves in
oar friends in Germany.
What a vou. should you. do for them?
sum 6 ybtu voG h; an echo and your name a weight in f
a
Germany. Gdw up your silence, your passivity in politid afihave, the weapon of the word. Use it w h m
it cannot be denied you.
r holds his p a & sham the guilt" is well-w
It was never so true as it is today l
What mn me protesting voice m p l i s h ? Or ten:? Not v e n m e
Hundrad, &ousan& hundred thousand, mean marc Do you thihk t
h
t
N a b w d d have permitted Dimittoff to use the teipzig
for three mootbs as his own accuser's rostrum, had they not fdt on
the p a w r e of these thousands, millions of voices?
W r i b w h m r a piece of prin-e
paper is at your
S-herever
you possess for a moment i h e W o n of p q k f
~ - w ~ e v eyou
with professional m f -I w ham
- x mt
- ODgether
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A d nat least: Try to get in t d with our tomred brothers a~
asswethemof o u r ~ ~ ~ e e ~ ~ t h e m : ~ ~ & h t
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Not one writer o r j d & l i Y i n l t in Gmmnv
a eetil ll&ss he "Hiti&'
himdf compldpT
frid
.
imyhgb Wer fmds and send
the moticy ya# rrPm
not d y their ph-I
the mney you suyl p '.. .
to baild up and spread the m d q m u d anti-fadd lhemue--' Daotqtlet the time dip by unused
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